
R. V. JACOB LEGAL OPINION  

Criteria With High Distinction (L4+) With Distinction (L4) Met Expectations (L3) Pass (L2) Fail (L1)

Knowledge Understanding

State the Appropriate Level of 
Criminal Responsibility that 
must be Assigned to Jacob (i.e., 
punishment).

State and Explain the Purpose of 
Punishment most Important to 
Your Opinion on R. v. Jacob.

Task 1 to 4.

The level of criminal responsibility 
and purpose of punishment are 
comprehensively explained and 
applied to the theory of crime to 
justify the recommendation made.

Opinion (and research notes) 
includes ideas, criminal law 
concepts, facts, and theories that 
demonstrate knowledge of the 
theories of crime, the criminal 
elements of the offences, the 
purposes of punishment and case 
details.

The level of criminal responsibility 
and purpose of punishment are 
comprehensively explained and 
applied to the theory of crime to 
justify the recommendation made.

Opinion (and research notes) 
includes ideas, criminal law 
concepts, facts, and theories that 
demonstrate knowledge of the 
theories of crime, the criminal 
elements of the offences, the 
purposes of punishment and case 
details.

The level of criminal responsibility 
and purpose of punishment are 
comprehensively explained and 
applied to the theory of crime to 
justify the recommendation made.

Opinion (and research notes) 
includes ideas, criminal law 
concepts, facts, and theories that 
demonstrate knowledge of the 
theories of crime, the criminal 
elements of the offences, the 
purposes of punishment and case 
details.

The level of criminal responsibility 
and purpose of punishment are 
comprehensively explained and 
applied to the theory of crime to 
justify the recommendation made.

Opinion (and research notes) 
includes ideas, criminal law 
concepts, facts, and theories that 
demonstrate knowledge of the 
theories of crime, the criminal 
elements of the offences, the 
purposes of punishment and case 
details.

The level of criminal responsibility 
and purpose of punishment are 
comprehensively explained and 
applied to the theory of crime to 
justify the recommendation made.

Opinion (and research notes) 
includes ideas, criminal law 
concepts, facts, and theories that 
demonstrate knowledge of the 
theories of crime, the criminal 
elements of the offences, the 
purposes of punishment and case 
details.

Thinking

Headline Your Opinion on the 
Theory of Crime Best Applicable 
to the Jacob Case.

Task 1 to 4.

Explanation is accurate and 
comprehensive, and the headline 
is comprehensively considered.

Points made are well supported 
with explanation, specific case 
details, and the core concept of the 
theory of crime.

Explanation is accurate and 
comprehensive, and the headline 
is comprehensively considered.

Points made are well supported 
with explanation, specific case 
details, and the core concept of the 
theory of crime.

Explanation is accurate and 
comprehensive, and the headline 
is comprehensively considered.

Points made are well supported 
with explanation, specific case 
details, and the core concept of the 
theory of crime.

Explanation is accurate and 
comprehensive, and the headline 
is comprehensively considered.

Points made are well supported 
with explanation, specific case 
details, and the core concept of the 
theory of crime.

Explanation is accurate and 
comprehensive, and the headline 
is comprehensively considered.

Points made are well supported 
with explanation, specific case 
details, and the core concept of the 
theory of crime.

Communication

Directly cite (in-text) any 
sources used in writing your 
legal opinion, including the 
Criminal Code of Canada, the R. v. 
Jacob decision, the handout 
provided, or other online 
research sources.

Opinion is clear, concise, and well 
organized.  The organization of 
writing supports and reinforces 
arguments made.  Proper writing 
conventions evident throughout.

Supporting research sources 
directly cited throughout the 
opinion.

Opinion is clear, concise, and well 
organized.  The organization of 
writing supports and reinforces 
arguments made.  Proper writing 
conventions evident throughout.

Supporting research sources 
directly cited throughout the 
opinion.

Opinion is clear, concise, and well 
organized.  The organization of 
writing supports and reinforces 
arguments made.  Proper writing 
conventions evident throughout.

Supporting research sources 
directly cited throughout the 
opinion.

Opinion is clear, concise, and well 
organized.  The organization of 
writing supports and reinforces 
arguments made.  Proper writing 
conventions evident throughout.

Supporting research sources 
directly cited throughout the 
opinion.

Opinion is clear, concise, and well 
organized.  The organization of 
writing supports and reinforces 
arguments made.  Proper writing 
conventions evident throughout.

Supporting research sources 
directly cited throughout the 
opinion.

Application

First, second, third, & fourth 
point and supporting details 
that back up your opinion 
(based on T, CD, CE, PC).

Task 1 to 4.

Demonstrates application of 
supporting details that reinforce 
opinion.

Includes effective linking of the 
theories of crime, the criminal 
elements of the offences, the 
purposes of punishment, and case 
details to supporting arguments 1 
to 4.

Demonstrates application of 
supporting details that reinforce 
opinion.

Includes effective linking of the 
theories of crime, the criminal 
elements of the offences, the 
purposes of punishment, and case 
details to supporting arguments 1 
to 4.

Demonstrates application of 
supporting details that reinforce 
opinion.

Includes effective linking of the 
theories of crime, the criminal 
elements of the offences, the 
purposes of punishment, and case 
details to supporting arguments 1 
to 4.

Demonstrates application of 
supporting details that reinforce 
opinion.

Includes effective linking of the 
theories of crime, the criminal 
elements of the offences, the 
purposes of punishment, and case 
details to supporting arguments 1 
to 4.

Demonstrates application of 
supporting details that reinforce 
opinion.

Includes effective linking of the 
theories of crime, the criminal 
elements of the offences, the 
purposes of punishment, and case 
details to supporting arguments 1 
to 4.


