
HIV & Criminal Law Causal Map Rubric 

Criteria Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1

Knowledge / Understanding 
Identifies a diversity of causes and 
effects from sources 1, 2, 3 (and/
or additional sources). 

Understands the case history of 
HIV non-disclosure and the legal 
concepts of “risk of transmission” 
“realistic possibility” “fraudulent 
non-disclosure” “vitiates consent” 
“viral load” etc.

Identifies and understands with a 
high-degree of effectiveness.

Identifies and understands with 
considerable effectiveness.

Identifies and understands with 
some effectiveness.

Identifies and understands with 
limited effectiveness.

Thinking 
Analyses the interrelationships 
between a diversity of cause and 
effect factors by intelligently 
organizing and establishing causal 
links between factors in the 
model.  

Analyses the interrelationships 
between HIV non-disclosure cases 
and how they developed this area 
of judge-made criminal law.

Analyzes with a high-degree of 
expert skill.

Analyzes with considerable skill. Analyzes with some skill. Analyzes with limited skill.

Communication 
Expresses and organizes ideas, 
i n t e n t i o n s , i m p a c t s , a n d 
relationships regarding a complex 
socio-legal problem using a causal 
map.  

Uses conventions, vocabulary, and 
terminology of criminal law & 
cases in the causal map. 

Incorporates the most devastating 
fact and its drivers into the causal 
map.

Expresses, uses, and incorporates 
with a high-degree of 
effectiveness.

Expresses, uses, and 
incorporates with considerable 
effectiveness.

Expresses, uses, and 
incorporates with some 
effectiveness.

Expresses, uses, and 
incorporates with limited 
effectiveness.

Application 
Understands the skill of causal 
modelling (visualizes complexity, 
cause and effect logic, makes 
links, not jumps, model flows left 
to right / causes-to-action-to-
effects). 

Transfers research knowledge into 
the cause & effect links in the 
causal map.

Understands and transfers with a 
high-degree of expert skill.

Understands and transfers with 
considerable skill.

Understands and transfers with 
some skill.

Understands and transfers with 
limited skill.

Evaluation: 4+ = 90% range; 4 = 80% range; 3+ = 75% to 79%; 3 = 70% to 74%; 2+ = 65% to 69%; 2 = 60% to 64%; 1+ = 55% to 59%; 1 = 50% to 54%                  Note: Below Level 1 does not meet the expectations of this assignment.


