
Film Critique
Law in Film Project 

PURPOSE – The purpose of this project is for you to critique a film 
from the perspective of a legal theorist.  What does this film say 
about truth, justice, and the role of law in society?  You will view, 
research, and write about the legal themes, theories and archetypes 
at play in a film of your choice and produce a film critique based on 
your work.  It is a submission for the next issue of Film Critique, a 
cutting edge quarterly that critiques issues in social science through 
popular culture and film.  

TASK – Choose one film from the list of “Films to be Studied” and 
view the film twice.  The end product will be a type written, one-page 
(double-sided) film critique article.  Your goal is to create an 
authentic review.  This means you can design your article layout 
using some graphics, clever and insightful titles, and multiple 
columns on one page.  The text of your article must be in 10-point, 
single-spaced and double columns.  To acquire a general 
understanding of what each film is about, and ultimately choosing 
the one that interests you most, view the trailers and search the 
internet for short plot descriptions and credits. You may want to 
select a film based on the amount of authoritative research and 
writing published and available online. 

FIRST VIEWING – View the film without any prior research (accept 
what you read to make your selection).  As you watch the film, note 
the appearance or operation of any of the legal theories discussed in 
class (Positivist, Natural Law, Realist, CLT (Marxist, Feminist, Critical 
Race)).  Your basic task in this viewing is to enjoy the film, figure out 
the message of the film (i.e., what is the comment the film is trying to 
make) and its basic connection to law, justice, truth and legal theory. 

SECOND VIEWING – Before your second viewing, research your 
film and its connection to the law (what have experts written about 
its legal relevance?)  This includes searching out existing film reviews, 
film critics’ opinions about the film and its message, related journal/
magazine/online articles about the film and law or the genre of film 
generally and its connection to the law/legal theory.  This may also 
include researching real life issues on which this film is commenting.  
The following provide both themes to look for in your film AND the 
structure (subtitles) your final product must take – 

A. Legal Relevance (How do ideas of law, justice, truth and at least 
two legal theories play out in the film?  Using supporting 
evidence, what legal theory and archetype does each main 
character represent? Offer a detailed and supported analysis). 

B. CHOOSE ONLY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING TO WRITE 

ABOUT — 

1. Speech and Silence (Who has a voice and who is silenced? How 
is the law used to silence the truth? How does this connect to 
the film’s message?) 

2. Insiders and Outlaws (Who are “insiders” and who are 
“outlaws”? How is this divide created? How does this play into 
legal theory?)  

3. Change (Who or what changes throughout the film, or remains 
the same? Where does the law fit in? How is this important to 
the film’s message?) 

4. Judgment (Who is being judged, by whom, and for what? What 
role does judgment play in the film?) 

C. Does the Film get the Job Done? (What is the films message in 
terms of the law, and the prospect of truth and justice? Begin 
your paragraph with an appropriate tag line / statement to 
capture the films message. Explain.) 

FILMS TO BE STUDIED 

  Changeling (2008) 
  Dead Man Walking (1995) 
  Thelma and Louise (1991) 
  Unforgiven (1992) 
  North Country (2005) 
  The Insider (1999) 
  Legally Blonde (2001) 
  Erin Brockovich (2000) 
  Death and the Maiden (1994) 
  Se7en (1995) 
  Django Unchained (2012) 
  Philadelphia (1993) 
  A Time to Kill (1996) 
  Rabbit-Proof Fence (2002) 
  Denial (2016) 

SEE http://www.socialglobalstudies.com/filmcritique.htm FOR  
EVALUATION  DETAILS  &  MARKING SCHEME
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