
Core Legal Terms Students Need to Know Now 

rule of law 

intra vires 

ultra vires 

justice 

fairness 

stare decisis 

ratio decidendi / precedent 

sui generis 

judicial notice 

proportionality 

war crimes 

crimes against humanity 

vengeance 

retribution

case law / common law


statute law


entrenched in the Constitution


constitutional law


domestic law


public international law


judicial independence


judicial discretion


judicial impartiality


substantive law


procedural law


formal equality


substantive equality


defence of necessity


demeanour evidence


