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The Schooner exchange, Article 5 and 32 of the U.N convention, and Article 25 of the Chicago
Convention outline that a military vessel in distress is allowed to enter another states port, and
is granted immunity within that state. Although these laws apply mainly to the issues of
warships the same immunity shall be granted to any airship in distress. China’s main argument
that the United States were operating over territorial waters is negated by the fact that the
aircraft was operating outside of China’s 12 nautical mile claim. The South China Sea is in fact
considered a part of the high seas. The many moral and legal obligations to assist an
aircraft/vessel in distress establish that the United States has not violated China’s sovereignty in
anyway, and China was obligated to help the U.S aircraft in any way possible. In fact, China was
the state who violated the sovereignty of the United States by boarding and searching theS

aircraft.
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