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The Origins of the Cold War

- After WWII the most important new superpowers were the
Soviet Union and United States.

- The U.S. became a superpower because of its military
strength and because it did not suffer bombing or invasion
during the war. It had a powerful army and was in
possession of the atomic bomb . The U.S. took over Britain’s
role as the world’s greatest imperial power. |

- The Soviet Union became a superpower even though it was
~ devastated after the war because of its large area, population
and natural resources. Most importantly, it led the world
with military power which included over six million soldiers.

- World peace was seriously threatened because of the rising
tensions between the U.S. and the Soviet Union especially
because they were ideologically opposed.
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Both sought to spread or implement their ideology wherever “(onteinment” of
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- The hostility between these two countries increased over the
years with other nations siding with one side or the other.
The Cold War describes the power struggle fought by every
means short of all out warfare. Nobody wanted nuclear war
so instead of fighting a “hot” war with troops and weapons,
the cold war was fought with propaganda, espionage (the use
of spies to obtain military, political and scientific secrets
from another nation), economic and political pressures and
limited military aggression.

Both countries used these tactics to gain the support of other
nations. The main element of the cold war was the use of scare
tactics of an armed race where increasingly more destructive
weapons were made and stockpiled.



