
The Corporation Case Study 
 
 

 
 
 
TASK 
 
Design a Case Study Package that will facilitate discussion and analysis on a specific corporation’s actions OR a 
case history selected from a universe of corporate activity.  Possible corporations or case histories can be generated 
from the list of topics under “Topical Paradise” (located within The Corporation Documentary Official Website – 
http://www.thecorporation.com/index.cfm?page_id=314)   It must include – 
 

a) A central question your case study seeks to answer.  Your question must encapsulate the issue, 
problem, harm or benefit your case study is meant to address; 

 
b) Include a copy of two short related articles that add differing perspectives on your central question 

(one article must be from a non-North American / international source).  Your articles must be current 
and published – i.e., year 2003 and onwards; 

 
c) Include a set of 4 discussion questions that readers will respond to in order to both draw out 

discussion on your case study’s central question and the documentary’s message and an analysis of 
your articles in terms of how they relate your case study and central question; 

 
d) Submit an answer set to your discussion questions that will accompany the Case Study Package. 

 
e) Submit a sample concept map to accompany the case study and assist participants in a deeper 

analysis of your central question and the corporate issue/problem/harm/benefit your case study is meant 
to address. 

 
f) An MLA Works Cited / Consulted that cites any research sources used in preparing and writing any or 

all parts of this case study. 
 
 



PROCESS 
 
1) Select a case study topic.  This can revolve around a specific corporation and its activities OR a particular case 

history (e.g., “innovation” or “harm to workers” or “war profiteering” or “limited liability” or “benefit corporation” or 
“moral hazard” etc.). 
 

2) Select two published articles that directly relate to your case study / central question. The articles must be 
from different sources and must be current.  Submit a copy of each article and the appropriate MLA citation 
on the article itself (bottom right corner of the first page of the article). 

 
3) For the case study topic and articles selected, design 4 discussion questions that assist in both generating 

conversation and addressing your central question.  At least 1 of your 4 questions must require readers to 
directly reference specifics from the documentary as supporting evidence of conclusions made.  In answering the 
questions, participants must also be required to reference at least 2 appropriate economic terms related to the 
corporate form.  Finally, 1 of your 4 questions must require participants to analyse the issue/problem/benefit 
from at least three stakeholder perspectives (i.e. government, private business, individuals, NGOs, etc.). 

 
4) For the 4 discussion questions, you are to produce a detailed sample answer set that will accompany the 

package.  Your sample answers must be written in full sentences and paragraphs using appropriate economic 
language and analysis specific to the corporate form, The Corporation documentary and your chosen materials.  
Your answer set must directly reference specific content from both the documentary and your two articles.  Any 
economic terms used in your answer set must bolded and underlined.  The entire answer set can be no more 
than 2 pages single-spaced. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                          RUBRIC 
 

Criteria Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 
Demonstrates 
understanding of 
economic concepts, 
principles and theories 
(in identifying & 
explaining economic 
concepts) (KU) 

Case study questions 
and answers 
demonstrate limited 
understanding of 
economic concepts 

   
 
 
5.2  5.4  5.8   

Case study questions 
and answers 
demonstrate some 
understanding of 
economic concepts, 
principles & theories 

 
 
6.2  6.4  6.8 

Case study questions 
and answers 
demonstrate 
considerable 
understanding of 
economic concepts, 
principles & theories 
 

7.2  7.4  7.8 

Case study questions 
and answers 
demonstrate high 
degree of 
understanding of 
economic concepts, 
principles & theories 

   
8.2  8.4 8.6  8.8  9.0  9.2  9.4 

Conducts research 
effectively to locate 
information from a 
variety of different 
sources; with correct 
works cited and 
referencing (T) 

Selects sources with 
limited effectiveness 
using information 
from few sources 
with a works cited 
that has limited 
accuracy 

 
 
5.2  5.4  5.8 

Selects sources with 
some effectiveness 
using information from 
few sources with a 
works cited that has 
some accuracy 

  
 
 
6.2  6.4  6.8 

Selects sources with 
considerable 
effectiveness using 
information from various 
sources with a 
considerably accurate 
works cited  

 
 
7.2  7.4  7.8 

Selects sources with 
high degree of 
effectiveness using 
information from 
sources with an 
accurate works cited   

 
 
 
8.2  8.4 8.6  8.8  9.0  9.2  9.4 

Communicates 
economic information 
and analysis clearly, 
effectively, and 
accurately in an 
appropriate format and 
style (COM) 

Communicates 
economic information 
with limited clarity 
and effectiveness in 
précis, questions, 
answers and 
statements 

 
 
5.2  5.4  5.8 

Communicates 
economic information 
with some clarity and 
effectiveness in 
précis, questions, 
answers and 
statements 

 
 
6.2  6.4  6.8 

Communicates 
economic information 
with considerable clarity 
and effectiveness in 
précis, questions, 
answers and 
statements 

 
 
7.2  7.4  7.8 

Communicates 
economic information 
with high degree of 
clarity and insight in 
précis, questions, 
answers and 
statements 

 
 
8.2  8.4 8.6  8.8  9.0  9.2  9.4 

Applies economic 
concepts and content 
that are used to 
identify and analyse 
choices, forecast 
economic change, and 
define a reality, 
problem, or issue; 
Captures a depth of 
analysis in discussion 
questions posed; 
Explains the criteria 
used by different 
groups of economic 
stakeholders and 
economists to 
evaluate economic 
change, issues, and 
choices (APP) 

Applies economic 
concepts and models 
with limited 
effectiveness in case 
study 

 
Provides little 
analysis of how 
stakeholders 
evaluate economic 
change, issues, 
choices 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.2  5.4  5.8 

Applies economic 
concepts and models 
with some 
effectiveness in case 
study 

 
Provides some 
analysis of how 
stakeholders evaluate 
economic change, 
issues, choices 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.2  6.4  6.8 

Applies economic 
concepts and models 
with considerable 
effectiveness in case 
study 

 
Provides considerable 
analysis of how 
stakeholders evaluate 
economic change, 
issues, choices 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.2  7.4  7.8 

Applies economic 
concepts and models 
with high degree of 
effectiveness and 
insight in case study 

 
Provides very effective 
analysis of how 
stakeholders evaluate 
economic change, 
issues, choices 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.2  8.4 8.6  8.8  9.0  9.2  9.4 

 
KU T COM APP 
/10 /10 /10 /10 

 


